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Lot gees s
'[bymaMnmr Corp. has

‘moved tos
mgn Irofle suddenaceeh
eration lawsuits in recent

tentially damaging Cases
away from juries
"The confidential nego-
, which include a
case involving two deaths
a horrific 2010 crash in
tah, come on the heels
ofa s billon setlement
late last month. That d¢
Fnvotved Tusdreds ‘of
plaintiffs who contended
Toyota_diminished the
vehicles

lems led to a drop in the
company's st p e.
Even after these settle-

mente, the workds largest
automaker till faces more
than300 sudden accelera-

tion lawsuits in state and

é

plaintiffs assert that faulty
electronics were to blame,
ons that Toyot
consistently denied. The
company has steadfastly
‘maintained that the only
efects that could have
caused the problem were
i i foor

REF

pointed o diver error as
amore ikely

al experts said
juries hearing emotional
cases involving serious
injuries or deaths could

sion, potentially exposi
Toyshomasive n;‘ff

it would play favorably
incourt.

“The strategy is tosettle
and move on rathet than

case could stir up a ot of
d publiciy,so just move
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Keith White, owner/operator of two successful Evansville-based busi-
nesses — Liggon Trucking and Liggon Transport — has a noticeable
robust entrepreneurial spirit about him. He’s very convincing when he
says, “If I see an opportunity and feel it is well calculated, | go for it.”
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Trucking firm owner had the
spirit, just needed a chance

hauler using tractor- and Liggon Trucking

hite'slong record of having created
d.lﬂ'e(em ‘businesses,

besides his tru mpanies, re-
flects his i mtexest i takmg advan-
‘age ofopporru

B Tast couple of years
White, 2 minory business owner, has par-
ticipated in the Toyota Opportunity Exchang
ray h matches minority businesses
‘with its suppliers.
Toyota officials say among those who have
attended succes tories number in the hun-
dredsand have brought more than §75 million
in contracts awarded.
the course of two decades, the ex-
change has added value and innovation to
‘Toyota's products and services while helping
direct suppliers diversify their own supply
base, officials said.
‘Through the program, White was able to
solidify a dealwith Tie | suppler Millenai-
teel Service that allowed him to add the
e hml.lmgd n, Liggon Transport, to
his cor
i als6 has helped bring White the addition
of 10 employee,six transport trucks and L5
in new revem
R onalt: he has on order four new
truks for s zansport operati
s Ligeon Hauling includesa :feetof four

Wmte largely credits his childhood years
a5 an orphat, raised i Sturgeon, Ky, by a1
freataunt,Pernizer Liggon, with infuencing

N ernizer was everything tome;"he s
“She was very entrepreneurial-minded. She
believed in pulling herselfup by her
- She didn't want anything rom otbers, She
elie out and creating it herself”
She Sounded fustlike White
etween1997-1998, he helped create and run

‘pactMinistries in collaboration wi
E Nseley, a family practitioner for St. Mary’s

nager
e s S et LgGon Taresor e I Evrouie,
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She volunteered her ime nheinnercity
and I volunteered myt
he programin 2000 ostart Mid-
e O e oo i Evmale
- Thatswhethe etrepreneur bugr really
hit me,” hesaid. ‘T
o buciness st Some days 14t

‘Then, using money he put back from the
mortgage company operation, he staried a
regional dump-truck business and named it
Liggon for his great aunt.

s the business grew, he acquired a line
of credit from First Security Banl

islocated across from the Toyota plant.
ota Opportunity Exchange of-
fered White a free trade show and confer-
ence designed to build lasting business re-
Lationships between Toyota Tier I (direct)
pies and minoriy business entrprises.

"he two~day event aims to allow minori
businesses the opportunity to network

i with Toyota'ssu

“Attendingelped us see another avenue

grovth White
estodalegacy ofencoursging
s Tier supplierso andopenthedoor
[ R e
mnchmolepmemml rowth,” White said.
“My intention s to mentor and help bring
along other young inspiring entrepreneurs,
‘That i the Toyota way and that is what T

iggon delivers steel coil for Millennium
sicat o the Toyota Motor Mamufacturing
Indiana plant in Gibson County as well a:
o gther customers.
his company always s looking

fordrivers For more nformanion shout the

yyota program, call Tania Saldana at 859-
815-9968. To apply with Liggon, visit www.

LEFT: A Liggon Transport

inceton, Ind_ recently to
pick up aload.

BELOW: Keith White, an

and Liggon Trucking out of
Evansuile.




